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Federalist disintegration. Even in Ms home district Marshall's personal strength had turned to water, and at the election of his successor in Congress, his party was utterly crushed. "Mr. Mayo, who was proposed to succeed Gen. Marshall, lost his election by an immense majority/' writes the alert Wolcott; "was grossly insulted in public by a brother-in-law of the late Senator Taylor, and was afterwards wounded by him in a duel. This is a specimen of the political influence of the Secretary of State in his own district." l
Marshall himself was extremely depressed. "Ill news from Virginia/5 he writes Otis. "To succeed me has been elected by an immense majority one of the most decided democrats2 in the union/* Upon the political horizon Marshall beheld only storm and blackness: "In Jersey, too, I am afraid things are going badly. In Maryland the full force of parties will be tried but the issue I should feel confident would be right if there did not appear to be a current setting against us of which the force is incalculable. There is a tide in the affairs of nations, of parties, and of individuals. I fear that of real Americanism is on the ebb/*3 Never, perhaps, in the history of political parties was calm, dispassionate judgment and steady courage needed more than they were now required to avert Federalist defeat.
Yet in all the States revenge, apprehension, and
1 Wolcott to Ames, Aug. 10,1800; Gibbs, ii, 404.
9 During this period, the word "Democrat'* was used by the Federalists as a term of extreme condemnation, even more opprobrious than the word "Jacobin." For many years most Republicans hotly ,esented the appellation of "Democrat."